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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! Amen. 

 

Jonah 3:2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.”  This is 

the Word of the Lord” (Cross Reference – Jeremiah 1:17, Exekial2:7, Jonah 3:1, Zephaniah 

2:13) 

 

Illustration “telling” (Show picture of whisper) 

If I were to whisper a sentences starting from this left side of people and 

whatever I have said at the beginning and by the time it get to the right 

side, I can said that 100% of the time, some of the word will be lost or 

change and when it gets to the end. The last person will have a complete 

different sentence than it originally begin. In a similar way, God’s word 

are being proclaim and the hearer may have heard it differently and it will 

not be pass on correctly to the other person for their salvation. So it is 

important that when we go and proclaim God’s message of salvation to  

others we need to do it correctly or others may not hear it correctly and when the other person 

cannot hear it correctly than the whole point of proclaiming the message will be lost.  

I. In our Old Testament Lesson, God called Jonah to go and proclaim His message to the 

people of Nineveh to repent of their evil ways or God will bring destruction to the people.  

For us to have a better understanding in chapter 3, let me take you back to see chapter 1 

and 2. God’s told Jonah to go and proclaim God’s message of salvation to the people in 

Nineveh, but Jonah refused to go. Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah ran away and try to 

hide himself from God. God’s word said, (Show Jonah and the boat) 

3 
But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He 

went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. 

After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to 

flee from the LORD. 
4 

Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, 

and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break 

up. 
5 

All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. 

And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah  

 

had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep.
6 

The captain went to 

him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take 

notice of us so that we will not perish.” 7 
Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let 



 2 

us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell 

on Jonah. 
8 
So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for 

us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? 

From what people are you?” 
9 

He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the 

God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 
10 

This terrified them and they asked, 

“What have you done?” (They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he 

had already told them so.) 11 
The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, 

“What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” 
12 

“Pick me up and throw 

me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this 

great storm has come upon you.” (Jonah 1:3-12)(Show Jonah prayer inside the fish belly) 

 

When the sailor threw Jonah overboard and the raging sea grew 

calm. “Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and 

Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.” 

(Jonah 1:17) From inside the fish, Jonah realize his mistake and 

repent of his disobedience to the Lord. He pray to the Lord and the 

Lord commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land. 

(Jonah 2:10)  

How many of us has refuse to go and proclaim God’s message of salvation to others? It 

may not have to be in a foreign country but what about our neighbor, our town, our state 

and whoever we encounter that we can proclaim God’s salvation to them. Because we 

live with a sinful nature that when the opportunity present to proclaim God’s message, 

we tend to shy away or too afraid to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Are you afraid 

to share Jesus with others? When God’s call, do you do like Jonah and ran the opposite 

direction instead of go and proclaim His message?  

Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, our God is the God of love. Even though you may 

have refuse his command to go and proclaim the message of salvation to others, it is not 

too late. He love you and will continue to give you chances so that others can be save 

through His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Just like God gave Jonah a second 

chance to go and proclaim His message to the people of Nineveh. He said, “Go to the 

great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” (Johan 3:2) Vs. 3 said 

“Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh.”   

II. Many times in our lives, we rather go the opposite direction than obey His 

commandment. (Show excuses) 

 

In today society, we rather use excuse after excuse because 

we claim that we don’t have time to do’s God’s work and 

want others do His works instead of us. We have too many 

thing in our lives and we rather not be bother with God’s 

work. If God’s were to punish you the same way that He 

did it to Jonah, would you be able to stand it?   Especially 

you have to stay in a fish belly for 3 days and 3 nights. Can 

anybody be able to handle it?  
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Most of us will not be able to withstand the punishment if we received the punishment 

God gave to Jonah of being in a fish belly for 3 days and 3 nights. (Show prayer request) 

 

When Joanah repent of his disobedient, he pray to God and God 

heard his prayer and God gave him a second chance of going to 

Nineveh. Has God answer your prayer? When you are down, 

lonely, suffering and overcome with grief, is this the only time you 

remember to pray to God? Sometime when we pray, God’s answer 

our prayer and our request. That makes us believing Him more 

because God ‘s has shown His mercy.    

 

You know that our God is the God of love and powerful that all thing can be done 

through Him. He answer prayer that can bring honor and glory to His name. God’s saving 

grace is for all people. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ commanded us to “Go and make 

disciples of all nations…” so that people will turn from their wicked way and be holy and 

righteous. God’s send Jonah to proclaim His message that “Forty more days and Nineveh 

will be overthrown” (Jonah 3:4) What does this mean? It mean that if the people in 

Nineveh did not repent of their sin and turn from there wicked way than God will destroy 

all the people and the city of Nineveh. (Show Ninevah Diagram)  

To understand the size of Nineveh, it will take three days of 

walking in order to cover the town of Nineveh. When Jonah 

proclaim God’s message, 
5 

The Ninevites believed God. A fast was 

proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on 

sackcloth.
6 

When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he 

rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with 

sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 
7 

This is the proclamation he 

issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Do  

 

not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or 

drink. 
8 

But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently 

on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 
9 

Who knows? God may yet 

relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 
10 

When 

God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not 

bring on them the destruction he had threatened.  (Jonah 3:5-10) 

 

III. Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, in this world, when you asked to go and proclaimed 

God’s message of eternal salvation, we will have temptation that will hindrance and 

block our path causing us to run the opposite direction and not proclaiming His message 

to others of His Son Jesus Christ. (Show Jonah running away) 

 

You have a choice to make. You may not have the same talent and 

skills like others, but God will use the gift that He gave you to go 

and proclaim His salvation message to others. You can either 

chose to go that way                 or turn around and go 
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God’s way and do His will. Most people will test the Lord by saying, “If I do this for you, 

than what will you do for me? Or If I accomplish this task for you than what will you 

give me?” The Scripture say, “Do not put the LORD your God to the test … ” 

(Deuteronomy 6:16, Matthew 4:7, Luke 4:12) You should be at all time in all place 

always thank the Lord for his bountiful goodness and be content to what you have and 

praise the Lord always. 

 

The work is not complete and you and I have plenty of message to proclaim to others. Let 

God give you the knowledge and wisdom to do His will.  (Show covering ears) 

 

It doesn’t matter if the people cover their ear or doesn’t want to 

listen to God’s message. Your job is to plant the seed, water it and 

God will make it grow. He will call them to faith. It is not what 

you have done, but what He has done by using you as a mere tool 

to deliver His message. To deliver that message is to proclaim of 

His son death, buried, and resurrection that Jesus has overcome 

sin, death and the devil and offer the same for you if you believe 

and trust Him as your Lord and Savior. (Show people + God) 

 

When God’s say, “Go and proclaim the message I give you,” you 

are to response like Samuel, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is 

listening” and answer like Isaiah, “Here am I, send me.”            

(1 Samuel 3:9, Isaiah 6:8) Jesus said, “The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” (Luke 10:2) 

God’s message of eternal life is through Jesus Christ. There are no 

others god, idols, or anything of this physical world that will 

 

save a person from condemnation to hell. The only way to heaven is through Jesus Christ. 

Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.” (John 14:6) “Whoever believe has eternal life… whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already..” (John 3:18). There are work to be done. Let us go and 

proclaim God’s message that others will not be condemned but have eternal life in our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ forever and ever. Amen.  

 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in Christ 

Jesus. Amen. 


