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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Revelation 7:12, "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God 

forever and ever. Amen!" (NIV). (Cross-reference – Romans 11:36, 1 Corinthians 14:16, Revelation 5:12, 14) 

 

Illustration  "Common word"    (Show most word that people use)  
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

Soldiers, brothers, and sisters in Christ Jesus. Only four words are common to all languages: Amen, Alleluia, 

OK, and Coca-Cola. I want to focus on "Amen," a word we all know and say regularly, regardless of our 

language. It is the most universal of all words. Listen to someone pray in German, Korean, French, Portuguese, 

or Spanish, and they'll end their prayer with "Amen." Whether you are a Christian or non-Christian, people say 

"Amen" whether they understand the meaning.  

 

I. The word "Amen" began in the Old Testament; the Hebrew means "to confirm or to make firm." It 

carries the weight of approval, support, acknowledgment, and affirmation. Amen conveys firmness and 

certainty. In II Kings, "Amen" is used architecturally to describe the supporting pillars of the Jewish 

Temple. "Amen" implies faithfulness. (Show Emunah) 

 

It is related to the Hebrew word "Emunah," which means "to have 

faith or belief." (Deuteronomy 7:9) (Genesis 15:6 – Abraham 

believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness). In 

the book of Deuteronomy, God's Law was read aloud to Israel, and 

the priests would conclude at the end of the reading: "All the 

people shall say: 'Amen.'" (Deuteronomy 27:14-27). The Jewish 

Talmud promises, "Anyone who answers Amen with all his 

 

strength merits opening the gates of the Garden of Eden in front of him." To say "Amen" is to endorse 

the decrees and acts of God. We could even translate "Amen" as "Yes." By saying "Amen," we state that 

God's decrees have been established and are sure. (Show El Melech Ne'eman) 

 

Jewish scholars believe the word "Amen" is also an acrostic, an 

arrangement of letters to spell out the Hebrew phrase, "El Melech 

Ne'eman": "God is a faithful King." By saying "Amen" we are 

declaring that we trust in all that God is doing in our lives and in 
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the world. Sometimes, the word "Amen" is used at the beginning of a sentence, and in such cases, it is 

translated as "truly" or "verily." Luther Small's Catechism explains this way. "Amen means "yes, yes, it 

shall be so." (Show the saint worship God in heaven) 

 

In our text, the Apostle John writes in Revelation the word "Amen" is at both the 

beginning and end of the praise of the angels. This sacred word is framing their 

worship. They are praying before God's throne in the context of truth. People 

worry, "How can I be confident about anything in this world?" Yet the angels 

say "Amen" with no hesitation, no uncertainty. It was customary in Bible times to 

respond to good news with "Amen." We still do that today. (Show Amen) 

 

I remember when I was in North Carolina, we attended an Independent Baptist 

Church. One member constantly shouts the word "A……men" every so often 

throughout the sermon. As I looked around, no one else said, "Amen," but he 

continued doing that every Sunday. I don't know if he likes the sermon or if it is 

just a habit that he continues to do that week after week. Other pastors in other 

denominations love to use the word "Amen," they usually say, "Can I get an 

'Amen' to that? Other times, you will hear it on the radio; the pastor would say 

something like "You are good – the congregation shout 'Amen!' other times the  

 

pastor will say, "Do you want to go to hell – Some will shout 'Amen!'." Does this make sense to you 

when you use the word 'Amen?' (Show style of worship) 

 

II. How we use this word in church may depend on our worship style or tradition.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Some people in the pews feel awkward and self-conscious saying "Amen" spontaneously in church. An 

"Amen" during prayer and preaching is the most appropriate and natural response to others. In a more 

formal, liturgical church, a visitor showed up one Sunday, got excited about something the minister said, 

and declared, "Amen! or Praise the Lord!" Others tapped him on the shoulder and whispered, "We don't 

praise the Lord in here." Another member nearby may have said, "Yes we are, we respond with Amen 

on our responsive on our liturgy." (Show people prayer) 

 

Soldiers, brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, we most associate the word "Amen" 

with prayer. Throughout Scripture, it is an appropriate way to end a prayer, much 

better than a simple period. It emphasizes what prayer is. In this usage, "Amen" is 

rendered, "Yes, yes, it shall be so." When we listen to someone pray, are we 

longing for what they are praying? The requests of others often burden us, which 

may cause us to murmur an Amen when someone else is praying. Our Amen 

during prayer become comforting words of hope for others.   

 

God is telling us not to be silent in worship. Contrary to popular opinion, religion is not a private 

experience but a public, outward one. God wants us to express openly our love for Him. Do we resonate 

with praise, or are we inaudible and unresponsive? God is calling us out of our isolation. God yearns for 

us to verbalize our devotion, to speak up, and not be silent! When we say "Amen!" we mean from our 

whole heart and not a cringe or just saying it because everyone is saying it. (Show 1 Peter 4:11) 
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We do so within the framework of our personalities. The Apostle 

Peter wants our language to reflect our beliefs. Peter write, "If 

Anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very 

words of God. If Anyone serves, they should do so with the 

strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 

praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power 

for ever and ever. Amen." (1 Peter 4:11). 

 

III. "Amen" is also used as a divine title of God; it's part of His Name. He is "the one true God" according to 

the prophet Isaiah (65:16). (Show Revelation 3:14) 

 

God is our support, our foundation, the very one who makes everything 

firm and builds us up! In the Book of Revelation, John writes, "To the 

angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, 

the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation." (Revelation 

3:14). When we describe God, "Amen" also means "trust." Jesus is the 

Father's "Amen" to all He has spoken; He is God's "Yes" to all the 

promises of Scripture. 

 

In a world of uncertainty, we need the word "Amen!" We need something firm when everything around 

us seems to be caving in. The only thing we can truly count on is God. "Amen" is an answer from God 

that it shall be so. He has been faithful to us and will continue to be with us. His truth establishes us; His 

counsel supports us when all else fails. (Show Revelation 7:12) 

 

In our lesson, the Apostle John wrote, "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom 

and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen!" (Revelation 7:12) What can we say Amen to? A typical example is 

the severe illness of a loved one. We pray that the sickness will be healed 

and say "Amen" because God has promised to answer that prayer. But we 

do not know all the possible consequences of that healing. We want our 

loved ones to be healthy again. In the Lord's Prayer, we concluded, "For 

Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory forever and ever. Amen."    

 

What does this mean? Dr. Martin Luther best explains it this way. "It means that I should be certain that 

these petitions are pleasing to our Father in heaven and are heard by Him, for He has commanded us to 

pray in this way and has promised to hear us." What does Amen Mean? "Amen means "yes, yes, it shall 

be so." (Luther Small Catechism) Amen. 

 

May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your heart and mind in Christ Jesus. Amen.   

 

 

 


