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Sermon 

Rev. Lang Yang 

 

“Why Do We Celebrate Christmas?” 

 

Christmas Eve   

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church – Richville, Michigan 

12-24-15 

 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

Matthew 1:21 “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
 
because he will save his 

people from their sins.”  ‘This is the Word of God.’ (Cross Reference – 1 Samuel 1:20, Jeremiah 23:6, Matthew 

1:25, Luke 1:31; 2:11, 21, John 1:29; 4:42, Acts 4:12; 5:31; 13:23, 38, Colossians 1:20)  

 

Illustration “celebrate”   (Show celebrate pictures) 

 

What do we celebrate at this time of the year? Celebration is a time when family, friends 

or love one get together and share the joy of a significant event. Do we celebrate 

birthday? Do we celebrate wedding anniversary? Do we celebrate Thanksgiving, Fourth 

of July, Memorial Day, Labor Day and other important day? People always celebrate the 

important date of their lives or the lives of others. Tonight our theme is call,  “Why do 

we celebrate Christmas? Christmas is an (Old English: Crīstesmæsse, meaning 

"Christ's Mass.” “Christ” – is the celebration the birth of Jesus Christ. And the word 

“Mas” is a festival.  

 

I. Before we begin to talk about “Why do we celebrate Christmas” I want to ask you to see what do you 

get or expected to get during the Christmas season. (Show each picture of Christmas activities) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most of you will buy a Christmas Tree, Gift, family gathering to celebrate with food and alcohol, some 

of you will dress as Santa Claus, and some of you will go off to see your family during this season and 

some of you will simply stay home or go to church to celebrate the birth of Jesus. (First Christmas Tree) 

 

First, let us begin with the tree. People use the pine tree and decorate with many 

ornaments and lights to represent Christmas. Did you know that the first 

Christmas tree was actually begin in Germany with Dr. Martin Luther. Luther is 

credit with being inspired by one night. He brought in a fir tree into his home, and 

attaching candles to its branches. The candle that was lit stand for “Jesus is the 

Light of the World.  And the green fir mean fire. Fire represent spirit.”   

 

Now I want you to turn to the tree in the Old Testament that has brought down human to commit sin – 

How many tree are in the Garden of Eden that God forbid Adam to Eat? (Let the audience answer 

the question) (Show the two tree) 

     

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)
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God word said, “…The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying,  “You may surely eat of every tree of the 

garden, 
 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 

it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:9, 16-17)  

(Show illusion picture of the tree of good and evil and the tree of life) 

 

Because of Adam and Eve disobedient, they ate the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil and they fall 

to sin that causes death. This is the reason God did 

not let them eat the tree of life so that they can have 

life forever. This is what God’s say in Genesis 3:22 

Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has  

 

become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree 

of life and eat, and live forever—” (Show Jesus on cross) 

 

Because of the tree, it causes people to sin. In order to be free from this sin, God’s 

sent His Angel to protect the Garden of Eden so that no one can find the tree of 

life. (Genesis 3:24) But God gave us another tree. That tree is the tree to save 

people from their sin. That tree is the cross where Jesus was hung and die for you, 

me, and the sin of the world.   Why do we celebrate Christmas? People have the 

Christmas tree to remind them of the season and the gift of this world, but the 

Christian has the tree – cross to remind us that Jesus had taken away the sin of the 

world. This is what the Apostle Peter meant when he write, “He himself bore our  

 

sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 

been healed.” (1 Peter 2:24) 

 

II. Why do we celebrate Christmas? (Show angel and the shepherd and birth of Jesus with three wise men) 

 

Second, We celebrate Christmas because God’s gave us a 

gift that He send Jesus Christ to the world to be our Savior 

to save the human race. This is what the Angel said to the 

shepherd, “For unto you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) God 

gave us His most precious gift. When Jesus was born the 

wise men brought gift to Jesus. They brought gold, 

Frankincense, and Myrrh. (Show the three wise men gift) 

  

Gold – represent the person who had wealth and power. Every nations uses gold 

and consider to be precious. Only precious thing are consider to be given in high 

honor for a king. The Apostle Paul letter to the Philippians write, “Therefore God 

has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 
 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

Frankincense – is a perfume that use by the Jewish people for holy thing.  The offering of frankincense 

speaks of Christ as the Incarnate Holy One. Matthew tells that they have come to worship him, “Then   

openning their treasures they offer him with gifts, gold, and frankincense and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11) 

As the Psalmist write “Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, 
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our Maker!” (Psalm 95:6) Myrrh – is a oil perfume.  Country that uses Myrrh are India, Arabia, and 

Eastern Africa. People search for this type of perfume more than any others perfume. In Exodus 30:23 

write “Take the finest spices: of liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much, 

that is, 250, and 250 of aromatic cane.” The Israelites uses Myrrh to sprinkle on their tabernacle. This is 

the holy place where God dwell. They also uses Myrrh to embalmed the dead so that it may not be rot in 

order to maintain as long as it could. Three precious gift was given to Jesus Christ.  

(Show picture of Time, Talent and Treasurer) 

 

Why do we celebrate Christmas?  We celebrate Christmas because God’s gave us 

a Savior so that you may have life through him. What are your gift back to God?  

We can give our time, talents, and treasurer to expand His kingdom. You can use 

your Time – you can give your time by remembering to come to worship, praise 

Him in song and study His Word. You can use your Talents – this is your 

knowledge and wisdom. Use your talents to help the your church to be a servant 

to serve others that can bring honor and glory to God.  You can use your 

Treasurer – this is your money to help with God’s work. Use your money to help 

the cost of proclaiming the Gospel so that others may be save through Him.    

 

III. Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, Why do we celebrate Christmas?   (Show baby in a manger) 

 

Third, I hope that by now all of you know that celebrating Christmas is not for 

the gift that we receive from our love one and friend or Santa Clause riding 

around his reindeer to give present to children that had been good throughout the 

year.  We celebrate Christmas because the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. Jesus was born to the town of Bethlehem over 2000 years ago to save the 

world so that those who believe and trust in Him will have eternal life.   

(Show He is Risen) 

 

The two most festival that Christian celebrate is Christmas – the birth of Jesus and 

Easter the Resurrection of Jesus of overcome sin, death, and the devil. If Jesus 

was not born, die and resurrect then people still remain in their sin and there is no 

chance of going to heaven. (Show an Everglade Pine Tree) 

 

When I first started, we talk about a tree – a pine tree that use to decorate for a 

Christmas tree. The evergreen Christmas tree is always green and it never change 

during spring, summer, fall and winter. God never changes either. He rule over all 

thing on earth and in heaven. King David wrote,  “But you are the same, and your 

years have no end.”  (Psalm 102:27) Malachi wrote, “I For I the LORD do not 

change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.” (Malachi 3:6) 

The writer to Hebrew wrote, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

forever” (Hebrews 13:8) Our gracious God doesn’t change His love for us. He  

 

want all people to believe and trust in Him for eternal life. God’s word said,“She will bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)   

(Show baby in a manger)  

 

Christmas is a gift from God of sending His Son Jesus Christ to us at Christmas –  

But Jesus gave His life to save the world so that the world can be reconcile back 

to the Father. Knowing that God love you so much and willing to die for you, so 

that you may have life by believing and trusting Jesus as Lord and Savior will  

 



 4 

Why We Celebrate Christmas - YouTube 1.50 Min.wmv

 

give you the more reason to celebrate Christmas everyday of your life. Let us watch a short video to why 

we celebrate Christmas. (Show video clip)  

 

 

 

 

We don’t just celebrate Christmas on December 25 of each year but we celebrate Christmas all year 

long. (Show Merry Christmas and Happy New Year) 

 

Why do we celebrate Christmas? Each time we speak the name of Jesus, 

we celebrate Christmas all over again and again. Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year to everyone. Now may the peace of God which passes 

all understanding keep your heart and mind in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


