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Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God, our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ! Amen

John 3:16-17, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him." (ESV). This is the Word of the Lord. (Cross-reference — Genesis 22:2, Isaiah
9:6, John 1:18; 3:18, 36; 6:40; 11:25, Romans 5:8; 8:32; Ephesians 2:4)

Ilustration "l gave them to all of you!"  (Show a man feeding chicken)

Brothers, sisters, and Soldiers in Christ Jesus. If you had raised chickens to realize that when
you took the feed to them, have you ever really watched and seen that they fight over the feed
you just brought? Most chickens will peck at each other, making noises for other chickens to
get away and claiming that the food is only for them. (Show a man feeding chicken)

Have you ever told yourself, "Hey, chicken, | gave it to all of you?" Why fight over? You
have to share them. God's message today, "rescue and save," is for all of us. God didn't give
Jesus, the world's Savior, to the Christians only but to the whole world. God sent Jesus to all
of us to rescue and save us from the world's sins. God loves us, and we are supposed to share
him with all nations. His grace is a gift.

. We are in the Lent season. The Lent's message is that Christ is given to all of us to rescue and save us from
this fallen world. The word Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebration of Easter.
(Show purple paraments)

During Lent, if you attend a liturgical church, you notice that the altar and the
pastor's stole are colored in purple. Purple shades are used for two reasons:
first, because it is associated with sorrow, repentance, and mourning, and so
anticipate the pain and suffering of the crucifixion; second because purple is
the color associated with royalty and celebrates Christ's resurrection and
sovereignty. (Show lIsaiah 42:6)

Jesus was made manifest as the Savior of the Jews and the world. The prophet
Isaiah spoke in the Old Testament. Isaiah wrote, "Here is my servant, whom |
uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he
will bring justice to the nations.” (Isaiah 42:1, NIV). God's word is not for the
‘ . country of Israel but the nations of the world. Isaiah also said, ".... A light for
O UAERIUAEIEY  (he gentile.” (Isaiah 42:6, NIV). Isaiah wasn't the only one who said that,
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One of the main themes about the Messiah in the Old Testament was that he would
come to rescue and save all of us. Beginning with Abraham, God said, "All people on
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earth will be blessed through you." (Genesis 12:3, NIV). King David said, "All the ends of the earth will turn
to the Lord. The nations will bow down before him." (Psalm 22:27, NIV). Daniel also said, "All people,
nations, and men of every language worshiped him...." (Daniel 7:14, NIV).

The Old Testament repeatedly proclaims that God sent his Son to rescue all of us. (Show God Loves)

Everyone Equally!

Jesus the
. Messiah

God gave Jesus as a gift of His grace, not just to Israel, but to the Gentiles,
the rich or people with high standards, and all races. Not just to those who
speak Hebrew Aramaic but to people of every language. Yes! God gave Jesus
to rescue and save all of us, White, Black, Hispanic, German, French, and
every tribe and tongue. It is for the whole world because God loves everyone
equally. (Show Jesus)

Unfortunately, we live in a sinful world where different groups of people
sometimes act as if Jesus belongs only to them. Through the ages, Christians
have mistakenly believed that God sent his Son for them and no one else.
Instead of sharing Christ with others, they think he is exclusively theirs. Even
before Jesus was born, many Israelites believed that the Messiah would come
only for them. After all, they were God's chosen people.

(Show God loves all people)

Christ was theirs and no one else's. But God didn't choose them because they
were superior to the Gentiles. God chose them only because of His grace.
God could have chosen a different group of people; while God did tell them
to keep separate from the Gentiles, he said that not because they were of more
excellent value or worth. Instead, he kept them separate because he did not
want true worship defiled by idolatry or pagan beliefs. Gradually, down
through the centuries, the Israelites got the idea that the Messiah was theirs,
and only theirs, because they were better and more deserving than the
Gentiles. (Show Jesus eating with the sinner)

Wasn't that the way the Pharisees acted? How did they criticize Jesus? "Why
he eats with tax collectors and sinners.” (Matthew 9:11). The real Messiah
wouldn't do that. They thought the Messiah would eat with them because they
deserved more. In the same way, the different denominations will also say,
"We're better than they are. The Messiah belongs to us, not to them."

For over 2000 years, Christians have made the same mistake. (Show Catholic Faith Catechism)

During the Protestant Reformation and many years later, the Roman Catholic Church
taught them the only true church. Hence the name "Catholic," which means
"Universal." It claims to be the only universal church. If you didn't belong to it, then
you were lost. You were outside of God's grace. You have to go through them, or you
cannot be saved. They were saying that Christ is ours and only ours. There are people
in every denomination who act as if Christ and Christianity are exclusively theirs.
God didn't give Jesus to save others but only to them. (Sow LCMS Logo)

Please don't misunderstand what I'm saying. Confessing the Biblical truth has always
been important in The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. In our Synod, we don't
change our confession of faith every 20 or 30 years to accommodate (the abortion
rights movement, the homosexual rights movement), or any other trendy movement
that comes along.



We neither throw away our faith confession and say, "Everyone is right in their way. It doesn't matter what
you believe." It is essential to believe, teach, and confess the truth. We are still a sinful human race, and it
doesn't make us better or more worthy than anyone else is crucial. We don't possess more of God's grace or
forgiveness. Christ doesn't belong to just our Lutherans. Our heavenly Father sent Jesus to rescue and save
everyone, all languages, tribes, and nations.

I1. Brothers, sisters, and Soldiers in Christ Jesus. Lent reminds us that none of us - Lutherans, Roman Catholics,
Baptists, Independent, non-denominational, or whatever denomination we belong to - are more worthy than
anyone else. The church we belong to does not endear us to God. Our good works do not put us first in line
for the kingdom of heaven. The lifelong Christian is no more forgiven or justified in God's eyes than the one
who repents and comes to believe and trust Jesus as Lord and Savior five minutes ago or now. God's grace is
an undeserved, un-merit gift that we receive by faith. (Show Galatians 3:28-29)

God sent his Son Jesus to rescue and save all of us. He forgives all who put their faith
in Him. Jesus gives eternal life to all who believe in Him. That's what the Apostle

\ Paul meant when he wrote, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor
Rl female, for you are alone in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are

brvnanhosbobll  Abraham seed and heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:28-29).
‘ (Show Missions)

Once they were missionaries, he went overseas and returned to the state. He said he
occasionally encountered Christians who saw no need for mission work. People
would tell him, "Why are those people just a bunch of uncivilized savages?" they
argue. They can't understand the Gospel. It's a waste of time and money to send
missionaries to Africa, Asia, or South America." This missionary answers, "Did
Christ die for them to0?" You can hear the silence after this. (Show Lent)

The message of Lent is that Christ came; he suffered and died for all nations.
No race, nationality, or denomination exists, and no one is more worthy or
valuable than anyone else. Unlike other religions, they claim that their God is
only for them.

That is why it is essential to know that the word "Rescue” means to save from
any violence, danger, or evil. "Save" means to help someone survive or keep
someone from harm. The Apostle Paul writes, "For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith — and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God. (Ephesians 2:8). Jesus did all this for all people.

Jesus %to the
Rescue

The Apostle Paul also writes to the Roman Christians, "But God shows his love for
us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8).
(Show Jesus Christ — example of the acronym)

B e e e By believing in Jesus Christ, you have eternal life. Here is a short acronym for

J ancipated my heals Jesus Christ. J — Justified me before God, E — Emancipated my heart, S — Saved
‘S’gtg;gg'ﬁ?;;{,;e,‘fﬁgeem me from myself, U — Untangled my self-esteem, S — Spoke life over me. C-

B cansed i of sha Clea_nsed me of shame, H — Healed my wounds, R — Redeemed my life, | —
B o emunc Inspired me to love others, S — Smoothed my rough edges, and T — Took my
g;gz;fgg;;o,gzv;hogg;g place on the cross. God sent Jesus to rescue and save us because “For Goo_l S0
USROS loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him

shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him." (John 3:16-17). Amen.
(https://www.pinterest.com/pin/383580093247375592/?autologin=true)
Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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