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Sermon 

Rev. Lang Yang 

 

     “My Grace is Sufficient for You”   

 

5
th

 Sunday in Lent 

  Our Savior Lutheran Church  

3-22-15 

 
 

 

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

2 Corinthians 12:9 “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my 

weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.” ‘This is the word of the Lord (Cross 

Reference – Daniel 10:19, 1 Corinthians 2:3, 5; 12:1, 5, Ephesians 3:16, Philippians 4:13) 

 

Illustration  “Grace” (Show Billy Graham)   

 

When Billy Graham was driving through a small southern town, he 

was stopped by a policeman and charged with speeding. Graham 

admitted his guilt, but was told by the officer that he would have to 

appear in court. The judge asked, "Guilty, or not guilty?" When 

Graham pleaded guilty, the judge replied, "That'll be ten dollars - a 

dollar for every mile you went over the limit." Suddenly the judge 

recognized the famous minister. "You have violated the law," he  

 

said. "The fine must be paid--but I am going to pay it for you." He took a ten dollar bill 

from his own wallet, attached it to the ticket, and then took Graham out and bought him a 

steak dinner! "That," said Billy Graham, "is how God treats repentant sinners!"  

(Progress Magazine, December 14, 1992.) 

 

I. What is grace? Grace is the free and unmerited favor of God, as manifested in the 

salvation of sinners and the bewtowal of blessing. We live everyday under God’s 

grace. Your life, your house, your children, your money and everything that you 

owned are under God’s grace that he had given to you. The grace of God is 

undeserved, unearned, favor. By His grace we are save, healed, blessed, and 

prosper according to His will. (Show the Church of God) 

 

In today lesson, the Apostle Paul wrote to encourages the 

church of God in Corithians that God’s grace is sufficient. 

During their time of weakness, they are not to blame God. 

Regardless of the circumstance, they are to always thank 

God for His grace. Paul begin by illustrate how God told 

him that “my grace is sufficient for you.” On Vs. 7-9, Paul 

write, “a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of  
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Satan to harass me…three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should 

leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness…” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9) (Show a thorn in the flesh) 

 

Paul had a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, what 

does it mean when Paul pleaded to the Lord to take it 

away? During Paul ministry, his life of hardship and 

suffering. Paul thorn was more like a stake that induced 

savage pain. It was something sharp stuck painfully deep in 

the flesh which cannot be pulled out but continues to cause 

aggravating pain. (Show pain assessment scale) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The thorn was suggested that it was something pointed, used for impaling or 

torturing someone. Whatever it was in Paul life, it produced a terrible pain. For us 

to visually understand Paul pain in today, he would be having crucial constant 

pain, fever, bad eyesight, sweat, and others symptons. If we were to rated Paul 

pain in the pain meassuremnt scale, he would be rated at 10. 

 

II. Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, what is your thorn? (Show thorn) 

 

Perhaps you are facing intense physical pain. It may be 

cancer, or a loved one suffering terminal illness. It may be 

emotional pain that comes from broken relationships, 

rejection, loneliness, stress, slander, gossip, being 

misunderstood, or harsh unjust criticism. You may be a 

hurting parent, or a hurting child going through the divorce 

of your parents. It may be financial losses or a bankruptcy.  

 

Perhaps the most difficult pain is spiritual. When Paul say that “a thorn in the 

flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me…” We live in a world that is full of 

Satan deceitfulness and his lie will cause us to stumble and fall to sin. Satan wants 

us to do evil and to rule our heart and mind. Paul pain was grievous, but God gave 

him a principle that not only encourage him but it offers us hope during our time 

of affliction. (Show weak and strong) 

 

Paul write, “But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 

you, formy power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore 

I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so 

that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of  
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Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) The 

answering was not dwelling on the past by something which continue of  

Christ power for the future that all thing will be better that will bring honor and 

glory to Jesus Christ. (Show Philippians 4:13) 

 

When you are weak whether through health issue, in the 

midst of trial and error or anything else in your life, do not 

give up hope but turn to Christ for His assurance. He also 

say to you, “My grace is sufficient for you.” Hebrews 

write, “…I will never leave you nor forsake you…..The 

Lord is my helper; I will not fear…I am with you to the end 

of the ages…” (Hebrews 13:5-6, Matthew 28:20)   

 

The Apostle Paul lean on the Lord for his weakness to exchanges for God’s 

strength. You can simply say, “Lord I repent of my sin – He give you His 

forgiveness. Lord, I give you my weakness – He give you His strength. Lord I 

give you my stress and He give you His comfort.” When you feel that you are out 

of hope, don’t lose hope but seek God’s grace, because His grace is sufficient for 

you. You can do all thing through Christ. (Philippians 4:13) 

 

III. Most of you heard the story of John Newton, the author of the hymn Amazing 

Grace. (Show John Newton) 

 

We only hear what a wonderful man that God had blessed 

him with the talent to write such a wonderful hymn that it 

has been translated to more language than any others hymn 

in the history of mankind. But the reality is that when John 

Newton was young he never listen or seek God. He try to 

do the opposite of what the Scripture say. Everytime when 

he talk to a person, he would try to persuade or lead that 

person stray or try to corrupt the person. He spent 

 

countless hours of trying to find a new word to curse just to make a point that he 

did it. He was a deserter from his Navy and severly punish. He become a slave 

trader. He later became a slave to another slave dealer and was rescue by a sea 

captain and was return to England. How did Newton finally listen and seek God 

grace when he is out of hope and have no where to turn? After Newton was on his 

way to England, the ship encounter a severe storm. He woke up in the middle of 

the night and the ship filled with water. He called out to God. The cargo shifted 

and stopped the hole and the ship drifted to safety. He began to read the Bible and 

accept Christ as his savior. From that point on, he avoided profanity, gambing, 

and drinking. In 1764 he was ordain as priest. In 1779 the hym Amazing Grace 

was publish. (Show nailing Jesus to the cross)  
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Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, as we meditate during 

our Lenten services, seeing how our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ came and suffer for you and I so that we may have 

life in him. During Paul suffering, He turn from weakness  

to strong. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ love you so 

much that he went out of his way by coming to earth to 

save a sinner like you and I. The world did not deserves His 

grace because we all are sinners. God did not want anyone  

 

to perish but come to repentance so that they may have life through him. The 

grace of God in suffering for all of our pain and sorrows to the cross so that you 

are no longer have the thorn on your flesh but have the strength in Christ Jesus.  

(Show Adam Yang) 

 

What are you doing with the sorrow, suffering, pain, and 

circumstance in your life? God called our son “Adam” 

home on February 10, 2014, last year. Instead of sorrow to 

the point of loosing hope in our darkest hour, we 

understood that God’s grace is sufficient for us. He gave 

him to be our son for 17 years. Because of God’s grace, we 

don’t become weak but have remain strong and that by His 

grace, we will see our son again in heaven.  

 

You can live above the changes and circumstances in your life. Just like Paul, 

have a positive attitude, be strong, and God will turn your sorrows into joy.  

(Show Romans 5:8) 

 

The hymn Amazing Grace, “Amazing Grace, how 

sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me. I once 

was lost, but now I’m found. Was blind but now I 

see.” John Newton knew that it was God who found 

him, not he who found God. He knew that it was 

God who opened his eyes and healed his spiritual 

blindness, not he who opened his eyes because he 

was dead in sins and trespasses. He was in darkness,  

 

just like all of us were, but Jesus the light of the world shine on that darkness in 

our hearts and now we can see. “But God show his love for us in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ die for us.” (Romans 5:8) Grace is available to all 

mankind. Salvation is to all, to whoever believe in Jeus shall not perish but have 

eternal life. God’s grace in suffering because He said, “My Grace is Sufficient for 

You” so that you may have life. Amen.  

 

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your heart and 

mind in Christ Jesus. Amen.  
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Children Message 

 

“We Are Number One!” 
 

Gospel:  Being a servant like Jesus mean a life of service to others. 

Object:  Trophy and Dishtowel 

 

Scripture:  Mark 10:43-45 
43 

But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be 

great among you must be your servant, 
44 

and whoever would be first among you 

must be slave of all.
45 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Cross reference – Matthew 20:20-28) 

 

When you watch a basketball, football, soccer, volleyball or any others sport team 

that the team won a championship with a trophy you will here the players chant “We’re 

number one! We’re number one!” What are others way you here people say when they 

won a trophy? (Let the children answer) (Others answer – We won! We’re the best!” 

 

I have with me is a trophy. If I were to display the trophy it is to show that we’re 

number one. Now just imagine that instead of displaying this trophy, you display one of 

these (old dirty towel or dish rag). Suppose you display this rags in your room, on your 

wall, or put it in the glass case to show everyone that you are number one. How would 

you feel? (Let the children answer)  

In today Gospel reading, the two disciples came to Jesus and asked Jesus to give 

them something to display to their friends to show that they were number one. They 

asked to sit next to Jesus to show that they are important. It was like asking for a fancy 

trophy. But, Jesus say No! to John and James. Jesus said to them, “If you want to be 

number one, go get something like a dish towel. And them use it. Help other people. Go 

surprise your mother and help dry the dishes without being asked. That’s the way to 

really be number one. Trophies and being number one really don’t make much 

difference. Helping people by helping them is important and that will make you number 

one in God’s eye. 

Jesus came and become a servant to serve us because we are number one in His 

eyes. He helped us by going to the cross to help you and I and the whole world so that 

whoever believe in Him will have life. Learn from Jesus example by serving others. 

When you see a trophy, remember that being number is not important but helping others 

is number one!  

 

Pray:  Dear Jesus, help me to be a servant like you that I may help others. Amen.  

 

 


