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As Christians there are two days in the year that are most important to us: Christmas
SAVE THE DATE: 2

and Easter.
Conference
Christmas is the time where Christ came down as a humble baby. We give and receive
T-Shirt 2 gifts signifying how Christ is a gift for mankind. But what we forget is that we only
Voting receive half of our gift on Christmas. We receive the second, most important part of
e .
Encouraging 3 God’s gift on Easter morning.
Words Picture these scenarios... ..
If Christ came down as a baby and grew into a man, did God’s work but never died on
Meet the Youth 4 the cross, what have we received?

If Christ came down as a baby and grew into a man, did God’s work, died on the cross

but did not rise from the dead, what gift have we received?

Though we sometimes see Jesus as one BIG gift, really He is two BIG gifts. He not only came down as a baby but He
followed his Father’s desire and went obediently to the cross to take our place (Isaiah 53:4-6).

Easter is a time for us to remember that without the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our faith would be in
vain. There is no point in believing in a Man who just died on the cross. But our faith is based alone on the fact that
Jesus came to Earth, died on the cross for our sins and triumphantly rose from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:17).

There is no greater love than that shown for us by God. He loved us so much He was willing to send his only Son to
die for our sins (John 3:16). During one of the Oshkosh Youth Bible studies, our discussion was about sacrifices. The
question asked was “What sacrifices have you made?” As we all shared and thought, we realized that no matter what
sacrifice we made... we made those sacrifices to gained something else. When compared to the sacrifice that God
made for us, it all seems so small. God gave up His obedient Son, for many of who do not even care to know who God
is or the greatness of His Love. Many of us would give our life to save our family members without a second thought,
but to give our life to a stranger would be questionable. So why would God do it? There is no reasonable answer

except: Love!

Love for mankind is why Jesus came down from His heavenly throne. Love for you * i, ‘%-
and me is what kept Jesus on the cross, not the nails. This love is the greatest gift 6]0{6’6‘ 1
you have or will ever receive; there is no love greater than that shown by Jesus }‘
Christ (John 10:15 -17). g B :
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ALL ABOUT CONFERENCE 2013

Look forward to:

SAVE THE DATE!!

e AYouth Picnic on August 8th

§ e  Beprepared for Sports, Games and
< . Praise and Worship

| ROMANS | "N e Open-Mic

e Nothing too serious....just an
opportunity for us to share our
testimonies and talents

CON FERENCE 2013 e 4 Amazing sessions covering the

Book of Romans

Date: August 8 — 10, 2013
Location: Robbinsdale, MN
Theme: “Life of Believer”

e Time to Fellowship

e Time to Learn about God and His

For more Information feel free to contact any of the Youth Board Members or ask away on our Youth Page!!

Conference 2013 T-Shirts!!!

How cool would it be if we all had the same t-shirts for Conference 201322

So we have a couple designs selected, but we want your opinion!!! The designs will all be
thyy

posted on the Youth page on April 13

You will have 1 week to cast your votes. The t-shirt design with the most likes will be picked
as our t-shirt design!!

So get to likin’ iﬁ and let us know which t-shirt you want to rock for Conference 2013!!

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR THE T-SHIRTS!!!! VOTING BEGINS APRIL 13™ AND ENDS
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Encouraging Words

When | was younger, | loved reading Esther. There were three main reasons why | loved reading it.
First, it was about a girl , not a boy (sorry guys!). Second, it was like a Cinderella story where an unknown
girl becomes a queen and somehow saves her people. Lastly, it was one of the shorter books of the Old
Testament compared to Psalms. | continued to read Esther throughout my adolescence, but | always read
it as a fairy tale. Then | went to college, joined InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and one of our staff
workers shared with us her story about accepting the call to serve us in Whitewater. Her story clicked with
Esther’s and it comes to mind every time | face a difficult situation.

I’m not sure about you all, but I am always questioning where | am and what | am doing. Am |
supposed to be here at this time? Or am | supposed to be there at that time? It ultimately leads to “why
am | here?” and “what is my purpose?”

There are many times | start to doubt God’s plan for me , what | am doing, or where | am going.
Maybe | should just give up because all | see in front of me is my failure. But then the words of Mordecai
remind me “who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”’ (Esther
4:14). Esther’s people, the Jews, faced extermination, but she had the opportunity to save them. God put
Esther in this position at this specific time, so that she would be able to save her people. If Esther refused,
maybe the Jews would perish. But still God would deliver them with or without Esther.

The book of Esther reminds us to look around and open our eyes. What is going on in our world?
Why are we here, at this place and in this time? Will we let God use us to guide others to Him or will we sit
on the sidelines? Whether we choose to step up to the plate or not, God will work in His ways and His will
shall be done. The big question is “Do you want to miss out on the opportunity for something great?”

Find a way to get in the game. Maybe it’s reaching out to a friend who does not know of God’s
love and great gift. Maybe it’s choosing to serve at your church. Maybe it is making some kind of
commitment to God whether it be time, treasure or monetary.

Who knows but that YOU have come to your position, no matter what it is, for such a time as now.

Abie Vang

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart

and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,

and he will make your paths straight.”

| Proverbs 3:5 -6
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Meet the Youth

Four Members of our Youth are...

Name: Neng Vue Church: Hmong Hope, Milwaukee, WI

Favorite Bible Verse: 1 John 4:7-21 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. ...We love because he first
loved us. If anyone says, "l love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has
seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.
(To Read all of it..check it out yourself....you may enjoy this verse as well!!!)

Favorite Christian Song: Divine Romance-Phil Wickham
What Have you and your Youth Group been up to:

The youth is in the process of reaching out to our inactive youth members by sending them a letter and pairing each youth
through the buddy system. We meet every Thursday for Bible study. We have open gym every Tuesday but now it will be twice a
month.

Name: Priscilla Ly Church: Hmong Pilgrim, Green Bay, WI

Favorite Bible Verse: Deuteronomy 31:6
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you."

Favorite Christian Song: | Will Rise- Chris Tomlin
What Have you and your Youth Group been up to:

Our youth group is finding ways to outreach the Hmong community adults and youth to come join us. We have
been participating in the egg roll fundraisers for the church. This month we just recently had a new youth member
join our church with two other families.

Name: Timothy Xiong Church: Redeemer, Manitowoc, WI

Favorite Bible Verse: John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”.

Favorite Christian Song: Qhuas tug Tswv Yexus by Kabau Hang
What Have you and your Youth Group been up to:

Manty Youth has been practicing lately for services and also the resurrection of Jesus! We recently received a new
pastor and our congregation is planning something big so we've been busy. We've also been having weekly get
togethers and bible studies for awhile now. We are looking forward to seeing everyone at conference!

Name: Esther Vang Church: St. Stephanus, St. Paul, MN

Favorite Bible Verse: Romans 12:21 “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Favorite Christian Song: Above All- Michael W. Smith

What Have you and your Youth Group been up to:

The Hmong St. Stephanus Lutheran Church Youth Group, has been doing volunteer work associated with the St.
Stephanus Lutheran Church throughout this year. We also have future plans to do our own volunteer work and
fundraisers outside of the church to spread God's word to others.




